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Newbridge Family Resource Centre (NFRC) supports the aim of Kildare County Council of providing for and facilitating the development of healthy, sustainable, inclusive communities integrated with the timely delivery of a wide range of community, social, educational, recreational, and cultural facilities where accessibility and social inclusion is provided for all, ensuring County Kildare develops as a location with an enhanced quality of life for its citizens and visitors alike. Such an aim conforms to the vision of the NFRC that of  
[bookmark: _Toc89422314][bookmark: _Toc89423271]“Creating a better life for individuals, families and communities in Newbridge”.
NFRC also agrees with the Council ideal of working closely with relevant
stakeholders to facilitate and support the provision of such community infrastructure
in town/village centres and in residential and employment areas to optimise access,
function, and use. 


The Family Resource Centres located in Co Kildare including NFRC believe that they have an important role in creating the above infrastructures in its areas of responsibility. The vision of NFRC as given above is all-inclusive of the population of Newbridge, young or old, whether advantaged, disadvantaged or extremely disadvantaged. The NFRC serves the total community! 

Looking specifically at Newbridge and how the LAP can support the work of NFRC, the Dara Park NFRC Campus is an important facility for the town catering for a significant population in areas that are in existence for many years. Its location more or less meets the 10-minute settlement concept. 

1. This campus is a community facility and recently the NFRC invested significantly in the development of a Sensory garden and a new community space. It is also located beside the Lakeside Park public amenity which is currently an important focal point for this large population and with minimum investment can be as important to the communities of Newbridge as the Linear Park currently is. 

2. But for the new residential areas of the town to the west, south and even north of the town centre, the Dara Park campus does not meet in any way this 10-minute concept. We believe the development of additional Hubs around a growing town would greatly benefit the support of our community. As the NFRC has recognised the fact and has identified the need to expand its services to cater for this very large young population coming to Newbridge. That is why it took a leading role in requesting KCC to purchase Liffey Hall on behalf of the community. Such a location meets all the 10-minute criteria to become a community hub easily accessible by all the new communities. NFRC has expressed a willingness to become involved in the management of such a facility to ensure that as many community organisations as possible can have access to such a facility. 

3. The development of a school link bus service to Newbridge FRC would accommodate afterschools and child care, increasing accessibility, connectivity and permeability.2022 Census figures will confirm this in the coming months. Kildare has the highest youth population in the country and Newbridge has the largest number of youth in the county.

4. Masterplan for Lakeside Park to be developed and supported to create an open community facility for children, young people and families.


5. Protect the sites of Pollardstown Fen, Mouds Bog and the Curragh Plains.

6. Spaces for increased youth facilities.

7. Community Childcare, spaces and building within any new building developments in the town. This should be a community pay back instead of an economic gain for the builders.

8. Vacant buildings should be encouraged to be used for community gain.

9. Public Swimming Pool

10. Multi use sport campus ie Volleyball, hockey, gymnastics etc

11. The plan has a key objective to provide social and affordable housing on its lands to meet the needs of our growing population.

12. Identify and support the locations for primary care centres within the town.

13. Bus depot to facilitate all public transport to remove from the main street.

14. Redesign the current cycle lanes to provide safer options for cyclist, pedestrians and drivers.

15. The main town centre should have a redevelopment with a public realm space to promote a healthy community with space and facilities for public use. Suggested design with one way system and pedestrianised areas within the main street.



