Birchmount,
Hillside,
Kilcullen,
Co Kildare.
22 March 2022.

Planning Section,
Kildare County Council.


PLANNING SUBMISSION - PLANNING REF: P82022.04
Proposed Environmental and Public Realm Improvement Works in Kilcullen Town Centre


Dear Sir/ Madam,

With reference to the proposed environmental and improvement works intended for Kilcullen (Ref P82022.04), and more specifically the suggested development in the vicinity of Bentley’s Lane.

I wish to ensure that the Planning Authority is aware that Bentley’s Lane is the sole available access to farmland in our ownership; consequently, any development of this area must take this factor into consideration, ensuring that adequate access/ egress is available to facilitate the movement of the wide range of agricultural machinery associated with a commercial farm.  

In recent years, increased development allied to a reduction of on-street parking in the general area, has resulted in recurring problems in relation to vehicular movement along this lane; most particularly, due to the inappropriate parking of motor vehicles adjacent to Saddler’s Way. On occasion, agricultural contractors have been unable to access the farm due to this improper and frequent parking practice, caused mainly by the lack of parking facilities in the general area. Given that the available parking spaces on Main Street will further reduce as a result of the proposed development, it is of concern that this issue will escalate considerably.

While an element of the proposed improvement works will be focused on that part of the lane running from the Main Street towards the entrance to Saddler’s Way, I wish to request that the Local Authority take measures to ensure that an additional section of the Lane, namely in the immediate vicinity of the entrance to Saddler’s Way, and that part of the lane running onwards from the Saddler’s Way for approx. 25 metres (along its site boundary), be included in the planned development. The limited proposed works to ensure that a straightforward and enforceable parking restriction arrangement is put in place for this most problematic section of the lane from our perspective – Appendix 1 to this correspondence refers. 

Experience has shown that failure to address this matter will cause substantial vehicular movement difficulties associated with servicing the farm going forward. Due to width restrictions, this part of the lane is not suitable for the parking of any vehicles. It is suggested that it would be appropriate to deal with this issue as part of the proposed improvement works, and that the official installation of the necessary signage/ markings designating the required parking restrictions can be achieved without incurring undue effort and expense.       


Yours sincerely,
Howard Berney.
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