
 

 

 

 



 

 

This submission is made by Downey, on behalf of our client, Mintmac Properties Ltd, in 

relation to proposed zoning of the lands located off the Blessington Road (R410), Eadestown, 

County Kildare. This is submitted to Kildare County Council in the context of the Draft Kildare 

County Development Plan 2023-2029, which is currently on public call for submissions. The 

grounds and justifications to the following submission are summarised as follows:  

Á Demographic profile of County Kildare illustrating an ever-growing population since 

1991 with a steady demand for housing, a legacy of un-activated planning 

permissions and unmet demand from the previous Plan period. 

Á [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ά!ǊŜŀǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ {ǘǊƻƴƎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 

LƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ 

growing demand, second convenience distance from both Naas and Blessington 

which makes the site a prime location for housing delivery.  

Á Existing capacity in terms of community services in the likes of a primary school, a 

creche, and a GAA club all having a remarkable catchment, which provides for 

ascending Eadestown in the settlement hierarchy of the County if a balanced 

development for the village is targeted.  

Á The emerging patterns of development as a result of Covid-19 pandemic outbreak 

which appears as amenity-driven in-migrated flows of population providing for a 

rural renaissance.  

Á The zoning of the lands for housing and development can bring about significant 

community gain in the form of new infrastructure, community and playing pitches as 

well as large areas of public open space.  

Á It will create a plan-led, sustainable alternative to one-off rural housing in the open 

countryside.  

Á The instances of Clogherinkoe and Kilkea, which were both rural nodes, and with very 

similar conditions to the case of Eadestown have moved up in the Hierarchy 

Settlement of the County as proposed in the draft County Development Plan.  
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This planning submission is made in response to the statutory review of the Kildare County 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΦ {ǘŀƎŜ нΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ǊŀŦǘΩ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ-specific 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ά5ǊŀŦǘ Kildare County 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ Kildare ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ Kildare for the future when it comes to important issues 

such as housƛƴƎΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭƭȅ 

request that Kildare County Council consider the content within this planning submission. Downey 

Planning would like to thank the Council for the opportunity to make this submission, on behalf of 

our clients Mintmac Properties Limited. 

 © Downey 2022 
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Downey, Chartered Town Planners, 29 Merrion Square, D02 RW64, have prepared this submission to 

the Draft Kildare County Council Development Plan 2023-2029. This submission is made on behalf of 

our client, Mintmac Properties Limited, 29 North Anne Street, Dublin 7, in relation to the zoning 

objectives of the lands located off the Blessington Road (R410), Eadestown, County Kildare.  

This written submission is made in response to an invitation for comments from interested parties by 

Kildare County Council. This submission is being made within the specified timeframe for submissions 

i.e., 24th aŀȅ нлннΣ ŀǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŀŦǘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ.  

 

 

Section 9 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides that, subject to the 

requirements set out in Section 9, 10 and 11 of the Act, that a planning authority must adopt a new 

Development Plan every six years. The contents of the Development Plan are set out within Section 

10 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and must include a strategy for the proper 

planning and sustainable development of the area of the Development Plan and shall consist of a 

written statement and a plan or plans indicating the development objectives for the area in question. 

The process for the preparation of the draft Development Plan is contained within Section 11 of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) which states: 

ά11.τ(1) Not later than 4 years after the making of a development plan, a planning authority 

shall give notice of its intention to review its existing development plan and to prepare a new 

development plan for its area.  

(2) A notice under subsection (1) shall be given to the Minister, any prescribed authorities, any 

adjoining planning authorities, the Board, any relevant regional authority and any town 

commissioners and city and county development boards within the functional area of the 

authority and shall be published in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the 

development plan relates and shallτ  

(a) state that the planning authority intends to review the existing development plan and to 

prepare a new development plan, 

(b) indicate that submissions or observations regarding the review of the existing plan and the 

preparation of a new development plan may be made in writing to the planning authority 

within a specified period (which shall not be less than 8 weeks),  

(c) indicate the time during which and the place or places where any background papers or 

draft proposals (if any) regarding the review of the existing plan and the preparation of the 

new development plan may be inspected.  

(3) (a) As soon as may be after giving notice under this section of its intention to review a 

development plan and to prepare a new development plan, a planning authority shall take 

whatever additional measures it considers necessary to consult with the general public and other 

interested bodies.  



 

(b) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (a), a planning authority shall hold public 

meetings and seek written submissions regarding all or any aspect of the proposed 

development plan and may invite oral submissions to be made to the planning authority 

regarding the plan.  

(c) In addition to paragraphs (a) and (b), a planning authority shall take whatever measures it 

considers necessary to consult with the providers of energy, telecommunications, transport 

and any other relevant infrastructure and of education, health, policing and other services in 

order to ascertain any long-term plans for the provision of the infrastructure and services in 

the area of the planning authority and the providers shall furnish the necessary information to 

the planning authority.  

(4) (a) Not later than 16 weeks after giving notice under subsection (1), the manager of a 

planning authority shall prepare a report on any submissions or observations received under 

subsection (2) or (3) and the matters arising out of any consultations under subsection (3). 

(b) A report under paragraph (a) shallτ  

(i) list the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations under this section as 

well as any persons or bodies consulted by the authority,  

(ii) summarise the issues raised in the submissions and during the consultations, where 

appropriate,  

(iii) give the opinion of the manager to the issues raised, taking account of the proper 

planning and sustainable development of the area, the statutory obligations of any local 

authority in the area, and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the 

Government or of aƴȅ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ όƛǾύ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ 

recommendations on the policies to be included in the draft development plan. 

(c) A report under paragraph (a) shall be submitted to the members of the planning authority, 

or to a committee of the planning authority, as may be decided by the members of the 

authority, for their consideration. 

(d) Following the consideration of a report under paragraph (c), the members of the planning 

authority or of the committee, as the case may be, may issue directions to the manager 

regarding the preparation of the draft development plan, and any such directions must take 

account of the statutory obligations of any local authority in the area and any relevant policies 

or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government, and 

the manager shall comply with any such directions. 

(e) Directions under paragraph (d) shall be issued not later than 10 weeks after the submission 

of a report in accordance with paragraph (c).  

(f) In issuing directions under paragraph (d), the members shall be restricted to considering the 

proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development plan 

relates.  



 

(5) (a) The manager shall, not later than 12 weeks following the receipt of any directions under 

subsection (4)(d), prepare a draft development plan and submit it to the members of the 

planning authority for their consideration.  

(b) The members of a planning authority shall, as soon as may be, consider the draft 

development plan submitted by the manager in accordance with paragraph (a).  

(c) Where the draft development plan has been considered in accordance with paragraph (b), 

it shall be deemed to be the draft development plan, unless, within 8 weeks of the submission 

of the draft development plan under paragraph (a), the planning authority, by resolution, 

amends that draft development plan.έ 

This submission to the pre-draft of the Development Plan is being made in accordance with Section 

11(2)(b) and 3(b) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and is being submitted 

within the specified timeframe (24th May 2022) as set out in the Draft Kildare County Development 

Plan 2023-2029 public notice. 

 

 

The subject lands are located off the Blessington Road (R410) Regional Road, Eadestown, Co. Kildare. 

The lands are to the east of County Kildare, close to the Kildare-Dublin and Kildare Wicklow legislative 

boundaries, encompassing the south-eastern part of the Eadestown village. The lands are situated c. 

7km to the south-east of Naas with appropriate levels of accessibility to both Naas and Blessington via 

Blessington Road (R410), i.e., approximately 7-minute driving distance or 21-minute cycling distance 

from Naas and 9-minute driving distance or 20-minute cycling distance from Blessington. Eadestown 

itself has all the social and community infrastructure associated with a village including a school, 

childcare facility, community centre, GAA club, church, graveyard and small car park.  

 
Figure 1. Strategic Location of the Subject Lands (approximate boundaries of the lands are outlined in red with 1-2km 
buffer zones off the centre of the lands dashed in light grey) 










































