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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

St. Patricks College Maynooth (SPCM) welcomes the publication of the Draft Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029 by Kildare County Council, and welcomes the opportunity to have an input into this Plan before it is finalised.

Since the current Kildare County Development Plan was adopted in 2017, a new national planning policy environment was created in 2018 with the publication of a new National Planning Framework (NPF) and accompanying National Development Plan. The NPF has sought to move Ireland away from the previous unsustainable spatial patterns of development towards a model based on the promotion of compact urban growth and regional balance. This is further set out in the Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern & Midland Region adopted by the Regional Assembly in 2019

As well as promoting compact growth within the existing built-up area of Dublin city and suburbs, and in particular along the existing and planned public transport corridors, the NPF and Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) have identified 3 No. Key Metropolitan Towns to contribute to delivery on the RSES objectives.

Maynooth is one of these three Key Metropolitan Towns which is projected to significantly increase its population over the next decade. The Core Strategy of the Draft Plan reflects this framework as it relates to Maynooth and is supported by a range of objectives within the Development Plan to facilitate Maynooth to develop in a balanced and sustainable way.  This overall strategy for Maynooth is supported.

To this end this submission sets out what we would consider to be essential elements of transport infrastructure required for Maynooth to accommodate the level of growth projected for the town. In particular, given that the RSES identifies that most of the future growth in Maynooth will take place to the west and north-west of the town, it is  respectfully requested that the Kildare County Development Plan  includes as a specific transport objective for the provision of an additional station on the western side of Maynooth where the track will be doubled and electrified to the east of the proposed depot west of Maynooth under the existing DART + West proposals, consistent with the draft Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area.  This will support the future growth of the town in a sustainable fashion to provide for a more balanced overall structure for the town.

In addition, we would respectfully request that greater clarity would be brought to the various roads objectives west of Maynooth town centre, by more clearly identifying the proposed ‘Western Orbital Road’ as one project, with a number of potential phases. 

















1.0	INTRODUCTION

1.1 We refer to the publication by Kildare County Council of the Draft Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029, and which invites submissions from interested parties until the 24th May 2022.

1.2 Our client, St Patrick’s College Maynooth (SPCM), welcomes the opportunity to make a submission on the Draft Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029, which it considers as being very timely, given the significant changes which have occurred since the adoption of the current County Development Plan in 2017. These includes a number of significant changes in the national planning policy environment, following the publication of the National Planning Framework in 2018.

1.3 However, given our client’s mission, this submission will focus primarily on issues and ideas as they relate to the town of Maynooth, and in particular the need to provide for the proposed future growth of the town as provided for in the Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES). The submission makes a number of specific proposals on how the DART + West rail enhancement plans could be integrated with wider land use and transportation plans for Maynooth.

2.0 [bookmark: _Toc8816574][bookmark: _Toc8816590]CHAPTER 2 – CORE STRATEGY


2.1 SPCM welcomes that the draft Plan does carry forward the Regional Strategy designation of Maynooth as a ‘Key Metropolitan Town’, and which has been identified for significant population growth over the period of the new Plan. This is reflected in both the county settlement hierarchy, and the associated population and housing targets contained in the draft Plan. As set out in Chapter 2, we note that the additional population allocation for Maynooth arising from the implementation of the Dublin Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) will be dealt with in the context of the preparation of the new Local Area Plan (LAP) for Maynooth, which is a specific objective of the Plan (and an objective of RSES) to prepare. This approach is supported.

2.2 In the context that this new LAP for Maynooth is to be a joint plan between Kildare and Meath County Councils, our client would respectfully request that the preparation of this plan be prioritised to commenced in the coming months.

3.0 CHAPTER 3 - HOUSING

3.1 This chapter deals with a number of issues relating to housing matters across the county and derives from the housing needs demand assessment (HNDA) for the county. This chapter also identifies a number of specialist types of housing  which need to be provided for in the county including social, affordable and cost rental housing. In relation to housing for older persons, the draft plan includes the following objective:
HO O21 Support the delivery of housing options to meet the needs of older people and support older people to live independently in active retirement, where possible.

3.2 The draft Plan specifically refers to McAuley Place in Naas as a case study. The Council acknowledges McAuley Place as a national exemplar model of housing for older people and will seek to identify further opportunities in towns throughout the County for the Council (and other appropriate bodies) to expand this supported housing market. This provides an opportunity to development a similar model for Maynooth, and our client wishes to confirm that it supports such initiatives and would be will to engage with the Council to explore opportunities to deliver housing for older people on its lands in Maynooth.

3.3 In relation to student accommodation SPCM notes the objectives of the draft Plan to   support the provision of purpose-built student accommodation in Maynooth to meet the anticipated student accommodation demand generated by Maynooth University. SPCM recognises this need for student accommodation in the current housing crisis. 

3.4 In relation to social and affordable housing SPCM notes and supports the Council’s commitment to work in partnership with the Land Development Agency (LDA), and other housing bodies. 

4.0 CHAPTER 5 - TRANSPORT

4.1 SPCM welcomes the commitment of the Council contained in Action TM A2 to prepare Local Transport Plans for each of the urban centres in Kildare covered by a LAP, including Maynooth, in conjunction with the NTA & TII. However, we would respectfully request that, given the urgency of preparing a new LAP for the Key Metropolitan Town of Maynooth, the preparation of the Local Transport Plan would be expedited so that it would be prepared in tandem with the draft Maynooth LAP.

4.2 SPCM would respectfully suggest that this Local Transport Plan for Maynooth should contain objectives to reduce CO2 emission levels by introducing and promoting more sustainable modes of transport, including walking and cycling. Such measures would also assist in improving access and connectivity between the town centre and lands to the north and west of the town which have been identified for future growth.  

4.3 [bookmark: _Hlk103702245]Our client also welcomes the inclusion of a number of specific objectives relating to the delivery of various transportation infrastructure projects necessary to underpin and support the sustainable growth of Maynooth town. These include the commitment to “facilitate and support the extension of the DART+ line to Kilcock, in co-operation with Irish Rail, the Department of Transport and the National Transport Authority”. Given that the National Transport Authority have already identified the need for, and included the provision of a new train station to the west of Maynooth in their recently published draft Transport Strategy for the GDA, SPCM would respectfully request that the provision of such a Maynooth West station would be included as a specific objective of the Kildare County Development Plan, to be delivered in conjunction with the NTA/Irish Rail.

4.4 Linked to the provision of a new train station in Maynooth, our client welcomes the inclusion of Objective TM O46 to “Support and facilitate, in co-operation with Irish Rail and the National Transport Authority the delivery of the following proposed new facilities to connect to the existing and proposed rail network including DART+:
• Collinstown or Maynooth Station/Depot including park and ride
facility (1 000 spaces – 500 initially)”. SPCM would be very supportive of such a park & ride facility to be provided in conjunction with the new Maynooth West station.

4.5 SPCM also welcomes and supports the inclusion of objective TM O59 to “Support and facilitate in conjunction with Meath County Council,
private developers and landowners, the construction of the Maynooth
Relief Road”. This is detailed further in Table 5.4 of the draft Plan which lists the Priority Roads & Bridge Projects for the County. These include under Project No. 4 the ‘Inner Relief Road, Maynooth’ running from the Kilcock Road to the Moyglare Road, and under Project No. 5 the ‘Western Inner Relief Road, Maynooth’ from the Kilcock Road to the Rathcoffey/Straffan Road. However, for greater clarity we would respectfully suggest that these two roads projects would be listed as one project (with perhaps a number of phases) and titled as the ‘Maynooth Western Orbital Road’.

4.6 As landowners of much of the lands located between the Moyglare and Kilcock Roads through which the Western Orbital Road would traverse, SPCM can confirm that it is willing to facilitate the delivery of this road, and will work constructively with the Council on its design and routing. Furthermore, our clients believe that there are synergies to be had with the DART + West project, in terms of proposed access arrangements to the proposed DART depot to the west of Maynooth and would respectfully suggest that this matter would be actively pursued with the NTA.


5.0 CHAPTER 14 – URBAN DESIGN, PLACEMAKING & REGENERATION

5.1 St. Patrick’s College notes and welcomes the inclusion in the draft Plan under Objective UD A2 the Council commitment to prepare a series of Masterplans/Urban Frameworks over the lifetime of the Plan for a number of specified key development areas in the County, in co-operation with relevant stakeholders. SPCM can confirm its support for such an approach. 

6.0 CONCLUSIONS

St. Patrick’s College Maynooth welcomes the publication of the draft County Development Plan 2023-2029 and supports the overall development strategy for Maynooth. In particular, SPCM welcomes the recognition of Maynooth as a ‘Key Metropolitan Town’, consistent with the RSES & NPF.
[bookmark: _Toc8816575][bookmark: _Toc8816591]
6.1 It is respectfully requested that the Draft Plan includes an objective for a new train station on the western side of Maynooth in accordance with the Draft Transportation Strategy for the NTA.

6.2 SPCM also welcomes the inclusion of provision for a future road links in western Maynooth.  These important new circulatory roads could provide convenient access to a new railway station on the western side of the town and could also facilitate a Park & Ride facility to be provided, which would further enhance access to train services from the wider area.

We would be grateful if this submission can be taken into consideration in the further preparation of a new County Development Plan. 






Yours faithfully,
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_________________
John Spain, Managing Director
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