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Litir Chumhdaigh
I represent myself as a Newbridge native who is concerned at the evidence of physical dereliction, drug abuse,

vandalism by young people in the town.

I am also very conscious of the apparent development of housing without parallel adequate or sustainable social and

physical infrastructure.

My main focus is social infrastructure, environmental issues and the incredible wealth of heritage in the town and

hinterland - Early Christian, Medieval, Military, Equine and Industrial. I believe this heritage could be leveraged to

reach several Sustainable Development Goals, generate eco-tourism / Just Transition training and employment, and

build a strong, sustainable future for our town. We have the foundations through our built and natural environment to

create:

an industrial heritage centre encompassing Bord na Mona, Irish Ropes and Newbridge Silverware wth reference to

military and equine history

a leisure and pilgrim trail / blue way encompassing Old Connell, Great Connell Priory, The Curragh, Kildare Town with

onward links to Wicklow / Glendalough

a creative arts and festival calendar to support and maximise the potential above

Tuairimí: 

3. Housing

I grew up in Newbridge in the 60 and 70s and have returned after 60 years in Dublin, Bray and London.

The town had many issues during my teens but scale and schooling supported social cohesion, along with great

neighbours. 

Many local voluntary groups were active then and now. The social captial created by groups in the past and now is

what  housing developers in Ireland are depending on and using as leverage to sell units. Our town has

signi8cantly outgrown its early roots as a major medieval religious settlement at Great Connell Priory and British

Army garrision town. With one bridge over the Li;ey and what were quiet country roads now carrying heavy goods

tra<c, we are severly under strain.  150 ie  Dunbar's Number has been exceeded several times over in terms of
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new housing development without any evidence to my knowledge of plans for extra schools, GPs and youth

centres. A Youth Centre for Newbridge has been invoked in strategies since the 90s and never materialised.

Although Newbridge has not been designated key town in the Mid Easter Region context, its population size alone

should warrant serious attention in my view. Leaving voluntary groups to 8ll the gap and shoulder the burden is to

my mind cynical and disingenuous. Allowing market forces to likewise 8ll the gap is in my view  equally cynical and

potentially damaging.

To quote from Kildare County Council Corporate Plan 2010 - 2024: Kildare is one of the fastest growing and

youngest population centres in the country; with the highest proportion of people aged 0-24 in the state at

almost 37%1 . Population growth combined with proximity to Dublin is driving housing costs and demand for

housing, and, inevitably many of our citizens are struggling to meet their housing needs. Our Plan commits

us to continuing our work with all partners to strive to meet Kildare’s housing needs while supporting social

inclusion, equality and quality of life in new communities that have grown in recent years.

My point is: we are sowing seeds of a seriously disfunctional social fabric without su<cient attention to infrasture,

physical and social. Anecdotally, people will not walk down Eyre Street in daylight hours due to fear of mugging and

attacks by people using drugs and alcohol. Local teens regularly harassing elderly people and 8resetting have been

documented on social media. We are not managing our current population. How will we manage future residents

and generations? A house may be just a building unit to a developer whose commitment is to shareholders and

who will leave an area without having to live with the consequences of inadequate and strained social and physical

infrastructure.  Building a housing unit may be ful8lling a housing need per se but to thrive, we need more than

shelter.  Is the vision for, and fate of Newbridge going to be linked to demand for prison / drug rehab places and

higher garda numbers to police unsafe, derelict streets, ie, a vicious circle? Will people be trapped in their homes,

unable to drive, cycle or walk safely around their town or 8nd a school / playground/GP/dentist due to lack of

infrastructure. I would be delighted to be shown any examples of Irish towns where parachuting in new physical

developments on the basic of "build it and they will come" ie, simply generate housing and schools / GPs/ youth

facilities /social cohesion will naturally grow alongside and at a sustainable rate, has been successful. 

12 - Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure

a leisure and pilgrim trail / blue way encompassing Old Connell, Great Connell Priory, The Curragh, Kildare Town

with onward links to Wicklow / Glendalough

On my return to Newbridge, I became aware of Conleth of Old Connell's strong links to Brigid of Kildare. He was

Brigid's "arti8cer" and 8rst Bishop of Kildare. Old accounts recall Conleth crossing the Curragh Plains in a chariot

when invited by Brigid to be bishop and pastoral leader of her famous monastic settlement. He was a famous

metal worker which links to the current activity of Newbridge Silverware. Thanks to the annual Military Seminar, I

also discovered that Meiler Fitzhenry, one of Strongbow's senior Cambro-Norman knights, founded Great Connell

Priory and is buried there. He was Chief Justice of Ireland on two occasions and the 8rst builder of Dublin Castle on

the orders of King John. The beautiful circularity of his story was reHected in the centenary of the handover of the

Castle earlier this year, marking the end of centuries of British rule which began with the Norman Invasion. Equally

of interest is the presence of stones from the Priory in the walls of Bord na Mona, formerly a British Army barracks.

A very ambitious vision would see Bord na Mona consider its tourism potential through the bog train rail network

and link a cycle / walk route into a river route. The potential of Fionn and the Fianna, and their exploits on the Hill
2

https://kildarecoco.ie/YourCouncil/Publications/Corporate/CorporatePlan/Kildare%20Corporate%20Plan%20FINAL%20Double%20Page%20JAN%2010.pdf
https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/ga/consultation/draft-kildare-county-development-plan-2023-2029/chapter/volume-1-chapters
https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/ga/consultation/draft-kildare-county-development-plan-2023-2029/chapter/12-biodiversity-green-infrastructure
https://kildare.ie/ehistory/index.php/5th-irish-military-seminar-2021/


Documents Attached: Níl

Teorainneacha Gafa ar an léarscáil: Níl

of Allen and Curragh Plains is yet to be realised.
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