Our Case Number: ABP-317767-23

An
Bord
Pleanala

Elzine O'Reilly
34 Chelmsford
Simmonstown
Celbridge

Co. Kildare

Date: 29 September 2023

Re: Praposed construction of 39 residential units, widening of Pausdeen Bridge and all associated site
works.
Newtown/Ardclough Road, Newtown, Celbridge, Co. Kildare.

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has recelved your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matier.

Piease be advised that there is no fee for making a submission in relation to an application received
under s.177AE of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended. Accordingly, a refund for the
€20 that you have paid will issue under separate cover in due course.

Please note that the proposed development shall not be carried out unless the Board has approved it
with or without modifications.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter piease contact the undersigned officer of the Board at

laps@pleanala.ie

Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanéla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

i

Eimear Reilly
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737184
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Elaine O'Reilly
34 Chelmsford
Simmonstown
Celbridge

Co. Kildare

An Bord Pleanala

_ O—- _
64 Marlborough Street : ‘
Dublin 1 — By M

Subject: Objection to Planning Application Section 177AE of the planning development act
2000(as amended)- Ecological Impact on Badgers and Bats

Dear An Bord Pleanala

I am writing to formally object to the proposed planning application referenced above, which
concerns the development of 39 Residential Units and the widening of Pausdeen bridge at
Newtown/Ardclough rd, Simmonstown, Celbridge, Co. Kildare. While | acknowledge the
importance of development and progress, | believe this proposal poses a significant threat to
the local badger and bat populations and their habitats. | kindly request that you carefully
consider these concerns before making a decision on this application.

1. **Badger Population:** The proposed development site is located in an area known to be
inhabited by a local badger population. Badgers are a protected species under the Wildlife
Acts 1976 and 2018 in Ireland, and their setts and foraging areas are legally safeguarded.
Disturbance or destruction of badger setts could lead to serious negative impacts on the
local population.

2, **Bat Habitat:** Bats are also protected species in Ireland and are essential for
maintaining the ecological balance by controlling insect populations and supporting plant
poliination. The development site is situated in proximity to known bat roosts and foraging
areas. Any disruption to their habitats could also have significant consequences for their
conservation status too.

3. *Environmental Impact Assessment:** | urge the planning authority to conduct a thorough
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to assess the potential ecological impact on
badgers and bats as a result of this development. An EIA should include a comprehensive
survey of the local wildlife populations, their habitats, and the potential disturbances caused
by construction, noise, light pollution, and increased human activity.

4. **Mitigation Measures:** If this development proceeds, it is imperative that appropriate .
mitigation measures are put in place to minimize the impact on badgers and bats. These
measures may include the relocation of badger setts, installation of bat boxes, and
adherence to strict construction guidelines to minimize noise and light pollution during
sensitive times.

9. "™Alternative Locations:** | also urge the planning authority to explore alternative locations
for this development that are less likely to disrupt vital wildlife habitats. This site is adjacent
to the river liffey and its development woulid be extremely concerning to me. It is essential to
prioritize the protection and preservation of our natural environment for future generations,
and not destroy such locations to deliver a relatively modest number of dwellings. It is my
opinion you should be looking at providing housing of course, but not on river bank locations
that our ecology depends on for its survival




in light of the concerns raised above, | strongly object to the current planning application and
request that it be thoroughly reviewed and, if necessary, revised to better address the
ecological impact on badgers and bats. The preservation of our local wildlife and their
habitats should be a fundamental consideration in all development projects.

ook farward to your response and hope that you will give due consideration to the
ecological importance of this area before reaching a decision on the planning application.

Yours sincerely,

Elaine O'Reilly

34 Chelmsford
Simmonstown
Celbridge

Co. Kildare






