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1.0 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

This assessment analyses the potential impacts the proposed Stage 2 route options on the 

known architectural heritage of the receiving environment.  

Existing Constraints  

The initial architectural heritage constraints report considered Kildare County Council’s 

Record of Protected Structures (RPS) and National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) 

sites, together with the settings of these structures and, where relevant, the broader settings 

of historic demesnes. As noted in that report,  the relationship between the town of Celbridge 

and Castletown House and demesne at its eastern extent is of considerable significance. The 

construction of Castletown House and the creation of the vast demesne laid out around it, 

transformed a small bridge-head village into an impressive planned town.  Of key importance 

to this relationship is the main street of Celbridge, which was deliberately planned to align with 

the grand tree-lined driveway that led to the house. Following the construction of Castletown 

a number of wealthy landowners keen to live in close proximity, created a number of other 

large country house demesnes in the locality. 

Although technically not related to architectural heritage alone, one of the most significant 

constraints within the Stage 2 options study area lies in the historic designed landscapes of 

Killadoon House (RPS B11-07) and Celbridge Abbey (RPS B11-24), which are of high 

significance and often considered as a single, interdependent cultural landscape. These 

demesnes form a symbiotic and distinctive designed landscape setting. Celbridge Abbey is  

located prominently in the centre of Celbridge, perched above the banks of the River Liffey, 

whereas Killadoon House and demesne is removed from the town and is largely greenfield, 

but creates a geographical bookend the town on the west side.  
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Figure 1.1: Gothic Revival style Celbridge Abbey (RPS B11-24) which is rated as nationally significant on 

the NIAH. 

Celbridge Abbey & Demesne 

Celbridge Abbey (RPS B11-24) on the banks of the River Liffey, is a Gothic Revival house in 

the style of Horace Walpole’s Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. It was built for Bartholomew Van 

Homrigh, Lord Mayor of Dublin, in 1697, on the site of an earlier house dating to the late-

seventeenth century, and possibly incorporates fabric from the earlier house. It was 

remodelled in probably c.1760 and again c.1830 (Tierney, 226) and is associated with such 

political and literary luminaries as Henry Grattan MP and Dean Jonathan Swift. Considered to 

be of national significance by the NIAH survey, the house is recognised as being of 

architectural, cultural, archaeological and social interest. 
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Figure 1.2: Left: Celbridge Abbey Demesne on 1st edition OS map. Right: Route Options B, C, C) E & E at 

Celbridge Abbey  

The house stands on extensive landscaped grounds creating an attractive landmark when 

viewed from the River Liffey to the south. To the rear, north-west elevation it forms an imposing 

feature in the streetscape of Clane Road. Listed on the RPS (B11-110), the eighteenth-century 

Rock Bridge – ‘built in imitation of a ruin’ - is situated in the grounds of the house and is 

reputed, according to the NIAH (11805078), to be the oldest remaining stone bridge that 

crosses the River Liffey connecting the demesne lands on either side. Woodland, which 

follows  the course of the River Liffey on both banks, is preserved within the existing demesne 

landscape. A footbridge (RPS B11-111 / NIAH 11805079) and a Mill Race / Sluice Gate (B11-

112 / NIAH 11850) are built heritage assets associated with the river at this point. All three 

features are given a ‘regional’ rating by the NIAH for their  special interest. A route option 

through this area would disrupt the historic demesne and its associated architectural heritage.  

Killadoon House & Demesne 

Killadoon House (RPS B11-07) stands in its riverside demesne in the south-western section 

of the proposed development. According to the Buildings of Ireland (p.230), it was built c.1722 

as the home to descendants of Robert Clements MP, the eldest son of the developer Nathaniel 

Clements and is described as an ‘unpretentious Georgian block with a single Palladian 

quadrant attached to one side.’ The principal structure stands outside of the study area, but 

the demesne lands extend into the southwestern corner of it. 



 5 

   

Figure 1.3: Left: The extent of Killadoon Demesne on the 1st edition 6” map, 1836. Right: Route Options A 

& A1 by Killadoon Demesne. 

Killadoon Demesne comprises an extensive area of parkland and woodland on the northern 

bank of the River Liffey, with significant woodland still preserved within this landscape. The 

house was built in 1765 and was home to descendants of Robert Clements MP, a prosperous 

wine merchant from Leicestershire. It is one of only a handful of houses still in the ownership 

of the original family and functions as a private residence. A church and graveyard are located 

within the demesne, with the earliest legible headstone dating to 1816. Features of interest 

within the demesne are evident on the first edition 6-inch OS map (1836), where the main 

house and ancillary buildings, formal gardens, summer house, ice house and a series of paths 

are all illustrated. 

   

Figure 1.4: Killadoon House & Demesne 

The proposed Route Option A1 travels through the former demesne lands, specifically through 

an agricultural field which is surrounded by a belt of mature demesne woodlands which 

represent an intact boundary and part of the broader historic setting of the protected structure, 
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Killadoon House. Footpaths or rights of way are depicted in these woodlands on the first 

edition (1836) Ordnance Survey map. 

2.0 ASSESSMENT 

DESCRIPTION OFF PROPOSED ROUTES 

Do-Nothing (Base Case) 

The Do-Nothing option represents the retention of the existing road network without 

improvement. This option comprises the existing road network infrastructure (i.e. existing 

single carriageways) in the study area and this networks ability to meet future demands for 

traffic and road safety without any upgrade or junction improvement works, other than routine 

maintenance. 

Option A (2,935m) 

Option A commences at the R403 Clane Road and follows the alignment of the existing road 

between St. Wolstan’s Community School and the North Kildare Educate Together School. 

From here it travels in a south-easterly direction and crosses the River Liffey adjacent to the 

Pausdeen Stream. The alignment crosses Newtown Road at the Pausdeen Bridge and 

continues between the Pausdeen Stream and the Chelmsford Housing Estate towards 

Hazelhatch. Option A crosses Simmonstown Manor and The Drive immediately south-west of 

Simmonstown Lodge before connecting to the roundabout on R405 Hazelhatch Road adjacent 

to Hazelhatch train station. The proposed cross section incorporates two 3.5m wide traffic 

lanes, a 2.0m grassed separation width (including kerbs), a 2.0m cycle path, a 2.0m footpath 

and a 2.0m grass verge. 

Option A1 (2,950m) 

Option A1 is a sub-option of Option A, which also runs entirely offline, commences at R403 

Clane Road between Killadoon Park Road and St. Wolstan’s Community School. From here 

it travels to the south-east for approximately 1km before continuing on the same alignment as 

Option A. The proposed cross section incorporates two 3.5m wide traffic lanes, a 2.0m 

grassed separation width (including kerbs), a 2.0m cycle path, a 2.0m footpath and a 2.0m 

grass verge. 

Option B (2,180m) 

Option B commences at the R403 Clane Road between the service station and the garden 

centre adjacent to Celbridge Abbey. The alignment begins by travelling to the south-west 

before turning south-east between the garden centre and the Abbeyfarm housing estate. 

Option B then crosses the River Liffey and Newtown Road before heading in a south-easterly 

direction. Similar to Option A & A1, Option B crosses Simmonstown Manor/The Drive 

immediately south-west of Simmonstown Lodge before connecting to the roundabout on R405 
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Hazelhatch Road adjacent to Hazelhatch train station. Option B also runs entirely offline. The 

proposed cross section incorporates two 3.5m wide traffic lanes, a 2.0m grassed separation 

width (including kerbs), a 2.0m cycle path, a 2.0m footpath and a 2.0m grass verge. 

Option C (2,105m) 

Similar to Option B, Option C commences at R403 Clane Road between the service station 

and the garden centre adjacent to Celbridge Abbey. The alignment begins by travelling to the 

south-west before turning south-east between the garden centre and the Abbeyfarm housing 

estate. Option C then crosses the River Liffey and Newtown Road before heading in a south-

easterly direction, crossing Simmonstown Manor/The Drive between Simmonstown Lodge 

and Simmonstown Stud before connecting to R405 Hazelhatch Road. This option continues 

along the R405 Hazelhatch Road to the roundabout at Hazelhatch train station. Option C runs 

offline for approximately 1,830m before running along the line of the existing R405 for some 

275m. The proposed cross section incorporates two 3.5m wide traffic lanes, a 2.0m grassed 

separation width (including kerbs), a 2.0m cycle path, a 2.0m footpath and a 2.0m grass verge. 

Option C-E (1,925m) 

Option C-E is a hybrid of Option C on the eastern end and Option E on the western end. 

Similar to Option E, this Option C-E commences at the R403 Clane Road at the south-western 

extent of the Celbridge Abbey grounds. This route heads in a south-easterly direction before 

crossing the southern end of the Mill Race, which runs through Celbridge Abbey Gardens and 

the River Liffey. Continuing south-east before turning eastwards to connect with the R405 

Hazelhatch Road, this route is  similar to Option C. It crosses Simmonstown Manor/The Drive 

between Simmonstown Lodge and Simmonstown Stud before connecting to R405 Hazelhatch 

Road, and before continuing along the R405 Hazelhatch Road to the roundabout at 

Hazelhatch train station. Option C-E runs offline for approx. 1,650m before running along the 

line of the existing R405 for approx. 275m. The proposed cross section incorporates two 3.5m 

wide traffic lanes, a 2.0m grassed separation width (including kerbs), a 2.0m cycle path, a 

2.0m footpath and a 2.0m grass verge. 

Option E (2,120m) 

Option E commences at the R403 Clane Road at the south-western extent of the Celbridge 

Abbey grounds. The route heads in a south-easterly direction before crossing the southern 

end of the Mill Race, which runs through Celbridge Abbey Gardens and the River Liffey. 

Continuing south-eastwards before turning eastwards to connect with the R405 Hazelhatch 

Road, option E continues along the R405 Hazelhatch Road to the roundabout at Hazelhatch 

train station. Option E runs offline for approx. 1,330m before running along the line of the 

existing R405 for approx. 790m. The proposed cross section incorporates two 3.5m wide traffic 
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lanes, a 2.0m grassed separation width (including kerbs), a 2.0m cycle path, a 2.0m footpath 

and a 2.0m grass verge. 

Table 2.1: Assessment of Options 

Option A Preferred  Rationale 

Option A  Not preferred Though essentially green field, this proposed 
option would cut into the historic boundary 
formed by a mature belt of woodland associated 
with Killadoon House. As a result of the potential 
direct impact on the eighteenth-century 
demesne, which is integral to the setting of the 
house, this route option is not a preferred route 
option. 

Option A1  Not Preferred This option would also cut into the historic 
boundary formed by a mature belt of woodland 
associated with Killadoon House. As a result of 
the potential direct impact on the eighteenth-
century demesne, which is integral to the setting 
of the house, this route option is one of the least 
preferred of the route options. 

Option B & C Preferred This proposed route option would not impact any 
designated architectural heritage assets. 

Option C-E & E Not preferred Given the potential impact of the route on the 
Celbridge Abbey Demesne -  and its associated 
designated architectural heritage features  at the 
River Liffey crossing - this route option is 
considered to be one of the least preferred 
options. 

 
Conclusion  

As set out above, proposed Route Options A and A1 would both run through the historic 
demesne land associated with Killadoon House so are not preferred. Similarly, proposed 
Options C-E & E would impact on the setting of Celbridge Demesne and three associated 
designated structures along the watercourse. As the proposed Route Option B & C would not 
impact any designated architectural heritage assets, this is considered the preferred route. 

Table Error! No text of specified style in document..1: Architectural Heritage Preference Rating 

Option Potential for Impact  Impact 
Score 

Impact 
Level  

Preference 

Option A  • Though essentially green field, this proposed 

option would cut into the historic boundary 

formed by a mature belt of woodland associated 

with Killadoon House.  

• As a result of the potential direct impact on the 

eighteenth-century demesne, which is integral to 

the setting of the house, this route option is not a 

preferred route option. 

2 Moderately 

negative 

Least Preferred 
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Option Potential for Impact  Impact 
Score 

Impact 
Level  

Preference 

Option A1 • This option would cut into the historic boundary 

formed by a mature belt of woodland associated 

with Killadoon House.  

• As a result of the potential direct impact on the 

eighteenth-century demesne, which is integral to 

the setting of the house, this route option is one 

of the least preferred of the route options. 

2 Moderately 

negative 

Least Preferred 

Option B  • This proposed route option will not impact any 

designated architectural heritage assets. 

3 Minor or slightly 

negative 

Preferred 

Option C  • This proposed route option will not impact any 

designated architectural heritage assets. 

3 Minor or slightly 

negative 

Preferred 

Option C-E  • Given the potential impact of the route on the 

Celbridge Abbey Demesne, and its associated 

designated architectural heritage features at the 

River Liffey crossing, this route option is 

considered to be one of the least preferred 

options. 

2 Moderately 

negative 

Least Preferred 

Option E  • Given the potential impact of the route on the 

Celbridge Abbey Demesne, and its associated 

designated architectural heritage features at the 

River Liffey crossing, this route option is 

considered to be one of the least preferred 

options. 

2 Moderately 

negative 

Least Preferred 

 


