Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report for Community Playground within the grounds of the Allenwood Enterprise Park, Allenwood
1. Introduction 
The EIA Directive 85/337/EEC, as amended aims to determine the likely significant effects of a project on the environment. EIA Screening determines whether an EIA is required for a specified project. Projects requiring mandatory EIA are listed in Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. In the case of development which is under these thresholds, planning authorities are required under Article 103 of the 2001 Regulations, (as amended) to request an EIS where it considers that the proposed development is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. Screening involves appraisal of impacts from the proposed development according to three main criteria: 
1. Characteristics of the project 
2. Location of proposed project 
3. Characteristics of potential impacts. 
Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended), outlines the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by a proposed development. These are: human beings, flora and fauna, soil and geology, water, air& climate, landscape, material assets, cultural heritage and the inter-relationships between the range of environmental criteria.

2. Project Description The proposed development comprises of the following works: 

The project involves the proposed development of a Community Playground and associated              items within the grounds of the Allenwood Enterprise Park, Allenwood.  Site location map is included as Appendix 1.


The design of the proposed development takes into account best environmental engineering 
design to ensure least impact to the environment.

The proposed works include a playground, a multi- Allenwood Community Playground, Meeting Point, Kickabout Area/ Multi Use Games Area (MUGA), Mini BMX Track, Outdoor Exercise Equipment, Paths incorporating Walking Loop, Seating and Associated Landscaping

The construction phase will involve a little soil excavation, movement and reprofiling. 


The proposed development extends to a total area of approximately 2,660 square metres at 
Allenwood Enterprise Park, Allenwood. The proposed site is located adjacent to the 
A.C.D.A.L. offices and will form a part of a mixed amenity area.


The boundary treatment will retain existing boundary hedgerows.

One entrance will operate as a pedestrian entrance and service access to the playground at the west corner of the playground. The pedestrian entrance will be 1m wide with a self-closing gate and 2m gate which will give additional width for maintenance and servicing of the playground.  An additional entrance in the south west of the site to access the multi use game area is also proposed.


It will contain a range of equipment for children from 1-6 and 6-12 years. The equipment 
may include the following. Swings, Slides, Rockers, Seesaw, Play Panels, Multi Play Units, 
Sand & Water Play & landscaping. 


It is envisaged that the natural vegetation fringing the site will be retained where possible. 


Additional surfaces which may be used in the design of the playground are rubber surfacing, 
woodchip and sand, these surfaces are permeable and will allow drainage to occur to 
ground 
on site.


The design may also contain landscape features such as mounding, sand pit, planting and 
living willow structures and preferentially native tree and shrub planting. 


It is likely the construction of the playground will take 12-16weeks from starting on site to 
completion and opening. This timeframe is dependent on weather and ground conditions. 


Any surface water drainage which may be necessary will be attenuated on site. 


The construction of the pathway and playground involves the import of construction 
materials, concrete, tarmacadam and vehicle and machinery operation onsite.


Surface Water Drainage systems will be constructed on site. Soakaways and are proposed to 
drain any hard standing areas will be constructed within the proposed development, as 
required. 


Construction of foundations of pathways, and fencing structures will not exceed 500mm in 
depth.


Landscaping will only use clean uncontaminated topsoil or topsoil excavated from within 
the site.


Minor scrub clearance may be required in vicinity of, this will not occur within the bird 
breeding season of 1st of March to 1st of September


Planting schemes will not include any known invasive alien species as defined by Invasive 
Species Ireland.


All boundary hedgerows and treelines will be retained where possible on site.

3. Screening Assessment

 Table 1. Characteristics of proposed development

	Is the size and design of the proposed works significant?
	No

	Potential for impacts from project in cumulation with other existing and/or approved projects
	No

	Use of natural resources in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity?
	No

	Will the works produce waste?
	Cut and Fill of soil from the site will be balanced within the site and not removed from the site

	Will the works create a significant amount of pollution or nuisance?
	No

	Risk of major accidents and/or disasters relevant to the project including those caused by Climate Change in accordance with scientific knowledge?
	No

	Risks to human health (water contamination, air pollution)
	No

	Potential for cumulative impacts with other existing and/or approved projects?
	No


Table 2. Location of Proposed Development

	Environmental Sensitivity of project in relation to existing and approved land use.
	The site is at a significant remove and is not ecologically connected to any site designated for Conservation, the nearest European site Ballynafagh Bog SAC is at a remove of over 6km from the site and the nearest NHA the Grand Canal NHA over a kilometre from the site.

	Relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources (including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground
	Development will not impact on site regenerative capacity for natural resources (including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground 

	Absorption capacity of the natural environment including wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths, coastal zones and the marine environment, mountain and forest area
	Not Applicable

	Potential of works to impact directly or indirectly on sites designated for nature conservation (NHA/SAC/SPA)
	None

	Potential for impacts directly or indirectly on Habitats or Species listed on Annex I, II and IV of the Habitats Directive
	None (no annexed habitat or species occurs within the proposed development site)

	Potential for impacts on breeding places of any species protected under the Wildlife Act?
	None

	Potential to impact directly or indirectly on any listed ACA in the County Development Plan?
	Planners

	Potential to impact directly or indirectly on any protected structure or recorded monuments and places of Archaeological Interest
	Planners

	Potential to impact directly or indirectly on listed or scenic views or protected landscape in the County Development Plan?
	None Planners to check

	Potential to impact on areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental quality standards and relevant to the project, or in which it is considered that there is such a failure
	None

	Potential to impact on densely populated areas.
	None


Table 3. Characteristics of Potential Impacts

	Human Beings
	Minor and localised impacts are identified due to a slight increase in traffic levels compared to current traffic levels.

	Flora and Fauna
	No habitat loss will be incurred by the proposed development

	Soils and Geology
	No impact on existing soil characteristics by the proposed development

	Water
	Use of natural drainage systems. 

	Air and Climate
	No impact on air quality by the proposed development

	Noise and Vibration
	Noise and Vibration levels will be restricted during the works, no potential impacts following construction

	Landscape
	The site is within Allenwood Enterprise Park, the proposed carpark development will not have a negative impact on the existing landscape.

	Material Assets
	The proposed development will not have any significant impact on material assets including public utilities and natural resources

	Cultural Heritage
	None

	Interaction of Foregoing
	No significant effects likely to arise associated with the characteristics of the potential impacts.


Table 4. Discussion of Potential Impacts

	Will a large geographical area be impacted as a result of the proposed works?
	No

	Will a large population be impacted as a result of the proposed works?
	No

	Are any trans-frontier impacts likely to arise from proposed works?
	No

	Is the intensity and complexity of impacts associated with the proposed works considered significant?
	No

	Is there a high probability that the impacts will occur?
	Conservation led design will provide safeguards in relation to potential impacts ensuring low probability that impacts will occur

	What is the expected onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact?
	Conservation led design will provide safeguards in relation to potential impacts ensuring low probability that impacts will occur

	Cumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and/or approved projects?
	It is considered that no significant cumulative effects will arise

	Will it be difficult to avoid, or reduce or repair or compensate for the effects?
	The proposed plan aims to reduce effects of any potential impact


4. Conclusion 

The DoEHLG Guidance Document “Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development” notes that “The greater the number of different aspects of the environment which are likely to be affected and the greater the links between the effects, the more likely it is that an EIS should be carried out. Where 5 complexity of impacts is deemed to apply in the case of a specific sub-threshold development proposal, there should be a predisposition towards the preparation of an EIS”. 

In consideration of the above involving appraisal of characteristics and location of proposed development and characteristics of potential impacts and having regard to Annex III criteria of the EIA Directive it is concluded that an EIAR is not required for the proposed development.

Appendix 1. Site Location Map
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