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1. Introduction 

Kildare County Council (KCC) published the Kildare County Development Plan (CDP) 2023-2029, hereafter 

referred to as ‘the CDP’, in January 2023. The CDP is the key strategy document which structures the proper 

planning and sustainable development of land-use across County Kildare over the six-year statutory time 

period of the plan. The CDP consists of two volumes:  

• Volume 1 Written Statement: The main body of the document which comprises the Vision, Core 

Strategy, development management standards and the overarching policies and objectives of the CDP. 

• Volume 2 Part 1 (Small Towns and Environs Plans) and Part 2 (Villages Plans and Rural Settlements): A 

coherent planning framework for the small towns, environs of Ladytown and Blessington, villages, and 

rural settlements across the county. The Strategy includes land use zoning maps (for small towns, 

villages and the environs of Ladytown and Blessington) and specific objectives which are underpinned 

by the strategic vision and the overarching guiding principles of the CDP.  

It is a requirement of Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) that planning 

authorities shall have regard to Ministerial Guidelines in the performance of their functions and comply with 

any specific planning policy requirements contained in such Ministerial Guidelines. In addition, Section 

10(1A) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) requires that County Development Plans 

are consistent with inter alia planning policy requirements specified in Ministerial Guidelines. To align with 

this requirement, the planning authorities are to update the CDP, as needed, by developing variations that 

revise and/or incorporate new policies, objectives and measures. 

KCC has proposed a third Variation to the CDP to account for the recently published complete Census 2022 

results and updated national planning policy and associated guidance, including: 

• NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025), 

which were published to give effect to the National Planning Framework – First Revision (2025). It 

is noted that the National Planning Framework (First Revision) was subject to SEA.  

• Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements - Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities (2024). It is noted that these Guidelines were subject to SEA.  

Arup has been commissioned by KCC to undertake a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening 

of the Proposed Variation No. 3 of the Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029 (as amended) (hereafter 

referred to as the Proposed Variation. 

2. Proposed Third Variation to the Kildare CDP 2023-

2029 (as varied) 

As outlined in Section 1, it is a requirement of Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended) that planning authorities shall have regard to Ministerial Guidelines in the performance of their 

functions and comply with any specific planning policy requirements contained in such Ministerial 

Guidelines. In addition, Section 10(1A) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) requires 

that County Development Plans are consistent with inter alia planning policy requirements specified in 

Ministerial Guidelines. Thus, the third Proposed Variation has been prepared by KCC to align the CDP with 

complete Census 2022 results published between May and December 2023 and updated national planning 

policy which includes: 

• NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025) 

published to give effect to the National Planning Framework - First Revision (2025); and 



Kildare County Council 

Proposed Variation No. 3 of the Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029 (as 

amended) 

312816-00_SEA Screening | Issue | 28 October 2025 | Ove Arup & Partners 

Ireland Limited 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening  Page 2 

• Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for Planning Authorities

(2024).

This Proposed Variation does not update the entire CDP in relation to other national and local policies, 

objectives and guidance which may have been made since the adoption of the CDP. Full regard will be given 

to such matters when the CDP is reviewed in its entirety in preparation of the next CDP.   

The CDP consists of two volumes, of which Volume 1 – Written Statement sets out the strategic framework, 

policies, and objectives guiding sustainable development, land use, urban design, infrastructure, and 

environmental management across the County Kildare. The proposed third Variation comprises of 

amendments to Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 15 of the Volume 1 – Written Statement, which includes:  

• Updates to Chapter 1 (Introduction and Strategic Context) and Chapter 2 (Core Strategy and Settlement

Strategy) to include the increased housing growth requirement for the remaining three years of the CDP

to align with the NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements - Guidelines for Planning

Authorities (2025). The Proposed Variation provides a targeted approach to accommodate the housing

growth requirements by identifying settlements and sites within settlements for housing growth. The

Proposed Variation also identifies the plan-led mechanisms to enable the sustainable growth of such

settlements and sites, subject to local and environmental considerations.

• Updates to Chapter 2 (Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy) and Chapter 3 (Housing) to include revised

density ranges, considerations and criteria for new residential developments, as required by the

Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities

(2024).

• Updates to Chapter 15 (Development Management Standards) to revise the standards and considerations

for residential developments to align with the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact

Settlements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2024).

It should be noted that the Updated Chapter 2 (Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy) and Chapter 3 

(Housing) will include revisions to the following existing policies and objectives: CS O1, CS O19, HO P1, 

HO P2, HO O4, HO O7 and HO O56. 

In addition, updated Chapter 2 will introduce eight objectives: CS O25, CS O26, CS O27, CS O28, CS O29, 

CS O30, CS O31 and CS O32. 

3. SEA Screening

3.1 Legislative Overview 

Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Assessment of the Effects of 

Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment, (also known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Directive), requires that an environmental assessment is carried out of certain plans and programmes which 

are likely to have significant effects on the environment.  

In Ireland, the SEA Directive has been transposed into national legislation through ‘the SEA Regulations’: 

• S.I. No. 435 of 2004 (European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and

Programmes) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011 (European Communities

(Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011).

• S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations

2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 (Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental

Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011).

As the relevant plan relates to a proposed third Variation to the Kildare CDP 2023-2029 (as varied), S.I. No. 

436 of 2004, as amended, is the applicable legislation.  
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Under Article 7 (13K) of the Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations 2004 (SI No. 436 of 2004) as 

amended by the Planning and Development (SEA) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 201 of 2011), 

“where a planning authority proposes to make a variation of a development plan, it shall…..consider 

whether or not the proposed variation would be likely to have significant effects on the environment, taking 

into account of relevant criteria set out in Schedule 2A.”  

Thus, KCC, as the planning authority is required to determine whether the proposed third Variation to the 

CDP needs to be subject to SEA. This process is referred to as ‘SEA Screening’.  

3.2 SEA Screening Methodology 

SEA Screening is the process for determining whether a particular plan, or variation to a CDP, other than 

those for which SEA is mandatory, would be likely to have significant environmental effects, and would thus 

warrant SEA. Such a determination is required to take account of relevant criteria set out in Schedule 2A, 

‘Criteria for Determining Whether a Plan is Likely to Have Significant Effects on the Environment’ of the 

SEA Regulations, as amended, and submissions or observations from relevant environmental authorities. The 

criteria for determining whether a plan is likely to have significant effects on the environment set out in 

Schedule 2A of the SEA Regulations is outlined below:  

1. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to:

− The degree to which the plan sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to

the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resources;

− The degree to which the plan influences other plans, including those in a hierarchy;

− The relevance of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a

view to promoting sustainable development;

− Environmental problems relevant to the plan; and

− The relevance of the plan for the implementation of European Union legislation on the environment

(e.g. plans linked to waste-management or water protection).

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to:

− The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects;

− The cumulative nature of the effects, − the transboundary nature of the effects;

− The risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents);

− The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population likely to

be affected);

− The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:

a. Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage

b. Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values

c. Intensive land-use.

− The effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, European Union or

international protection status.

4. SEA Screening of the Proposed Third Variation

Table 4.1 sets out the criteria for determining whether a development plan (or as it relates to this Screening, a 

variation to a development plan) is likely to have significant effects on the environment set out in Schedule 
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2A of the SEA Regulations. A response to each of the individual criterion, as they pertain to the third 

Variation to the CDP, is also included. 

Table 4.1 Criteria for Determining Whether a Plan is Likely to have Significant Effects on the Environment 

Schedule 2A Criteria for Determining Whether a Plan is Likely to have Significant Effects on the Environment 

The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: 

The degree to which the plan sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and 

operating conditions or by allocating resources 

The proposed third Variation aims to align Volume 1 (Written Statement) of the CDP to the newly published NPF 

Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025) and the Sustainable Residential 

Development and Compact Settlements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2024). These guidelines set out revised annual 

housing growth requirements and new national rules for residential development in Ireland to render them suitable to support 

increases in housing supply in existing urban areas, while ensuring essential safety and environmental protections.  

Although the proposed third Variation does introduce minor changes to the existing planning and development framework, this 

framework is already governed by the CDP. Accordingly, the extent to which the proposed third Variation sets a framework for 

projects or other activities—whether in terms of location, nature, size, operating conditions, or resource allocation—is considered 

to be limited. The third Variation simply aligns the existing CDP framework to updated guidelines, rather than establishing a new 

or separate planning context. 

The degree to which the plan influences other plans, including those in a hierarchy 

The proposed third Variation aims to align the CDP with the newly published NPF Implementation: Housing Growth 

Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities and the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements - 

Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2024) which set out revised annual housing growth requirements and new national rules for 

housing development in Ireland, respectively.  

Thus, the proposed third Variation does introduce minor changes to the existing planning and development framework, which has 

the potential to influence other plans. However, the existing framework is already governed by the CDP, thus, the degree to which 

the variation will influence other plans is considered to be minor. 

The relevance of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable 

development 

The CDP is the principal strategy guiding the proper planning and sustainable development of land use across County Kildare 

over its six-year statutory period. It is proposed to incorporate the newly published NPF Implementation: Housing Growth 

Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025) and the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact 

Settlements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2024) which set out revised annual housing growth requirements and new 

national rules for residential development in Ireland into Volume 1 of the CDP through a third Variation.  

The alignment of the CDP to these guidelines includes high level provisions to facilitate the plan - led and sustainable 

development of land zoned and/or identified for new residential development in existing urban settlements to support increases in 

population growth and subject to local and environmental considerations. In this context, the proposed third Variation contributes 

positively to the promotion of sustainable development. 

Environmental problems relevant to the plan 

The proposed third Variation of the CDP comprises updated references to planning guidelines and the complete Census 2022 

results. The third Variation also includes an increased housing growth requirement for the remaining three years of the CDP to 

align with the NPF Housing Growth Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025). The Proposed Variation provides 

a targeted approach to accommodate the housing growth requirements by identifying settlements and sites within settlements for 

housing growth. The Proposed Variation also identifies the plan-led mechanisms to enable the sustainable growth of such 

settlements and sites, subject to local and environmental considerations.  

To accommodate the increased housing needs, the third Variation also includes revised criteria and new standards for residential 

developments to align with the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements - Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities (2024).  

As such, the third Variation primarily addresses the problem of continued population growth and associated housing requirements 

by introducing planning objectives to guide the proper planning and sustainable development of new housing across County 

Kildare. 

The relevance of the plan for the implementation of European Union legislation on the environment (e.g. plans linked to waste 

management or water protection) 

The third Variation aims to align Volume 1 of the CDP to new sustainable development and planning design standards. 

The CDP includes objectives that support the implementation of European Union environmental legislation, including those 

relating to waste management, water protection, and broader environmental governance. These objectives, set out in Volume 1 of 

the CDP, will remain unchanged as part of the third Variation. 

Accordingly, the proposed third Variation is relevant to the implementation of European Union environmental legislation, as it 

continues to ensure that the strategic planning framework for County Kildare aligns with these legislative requirements. 
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Schedule 2A Criteria for Determining Whether a Plan is Likely to have Significant Effects on the Environment 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to: 

The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects, 

An environmental screening of the detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation to the CDP is contained in Appendix A. 

The detailed provisions, including proposed additional objectives and updates to existing objectives, relate to the alignment of the 

CDP with new housing growth requirements and sustainable development guidance. These largely align with the provisions 

already in place as part of the CDP. Thus, the potential effects of these updates and additional objectives are considered to have 

been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). Accordingly, the 

detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation are not likely to result in, or introduce, significant environmental effects. 

The cumulative nature of the effects, 

An environmental screening of the detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation to the CDP is contained in Appendix A. 

The detailed provisions, including proposed additional objectives and updates to existing objectives, relate to the alignment of the 

CDP with new housing growth requirements and sustainable development guidance. These largely align with the provisions 

already in place as part of the CDP. Thus, the potential effects of these updates and additional objectives are considered to have 

been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). Accordingly, the 

detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation are not likely to result in, or introduce, significant environmental effects, 

including significant cumulative effects. 

The transboundary nature of the effects, 

The proposed third Variation to the CDP is limited in its influence to the area of County Kildare. The scale and character of the 

proposed third Variation therefore precludes the possibility of transboundary effects. 

The risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents), 

An environmental screening of the detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation to the CDP is contained in Appendix A. 

The detailed provisions, including proposed additional objectives and updates to existing objectives, relate to the alignment of the 

CDP with new housing growth requirements and sustainable development guidance. These largely align with the provisions 

already in place as part of the CDP. Thus, the potential effects of these updates and additional objectives are considered to have 

been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). Accordingly, the 

detailed provisions of the third Variation are not likely to result in, or introduce, potential significant effects on human health or 

the environment.   

The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population likely to be affected), 

The proposed third Variation to the CDP is limited in its influence to the area of County Kildare.  

An environmental screening of the detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation to the CDP is contained in Appendix A. 

The detailed provisions, including proposed additional objectives and updates to existing objective, relate to the alignment of the 

CDP with new housing growth requirements and sustainable development guidance. These largely align with the provisions 

already in place as part of the CDP. Thus, the potential effects of these updates and additional objectives are considered to have 

been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). Accordingly, the 

detailed provisions of the third Variation are not likely to result in, or introduce, potential significant environmental effects. 

The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: 

a. special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,

b. exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,

c. intensive land-use

The detailed provisions, including proposed additional objectives and updates to existing objectives, relate to the alignment of the 

CDP with new housing growth requirements and sustainable development guidance. These largely align with the provisions 

already in place as part of the CDP. Thus, the potential effects of these updates and additional objectives are considered to have 

been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). 

Accordingly, the overview of the baseline environment of County Kildare contained within the environmental assessments 

associated with the existing CDP is considered relevant in assessing the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected. 

No significant issues were identified as part of this review. 

The effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, European Union or international protection status. 

An environmental screening of the detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation to the CDP is contained in Appendix A. 

The detailed provisions, including proposed additional objectives and updates to existing objectives, relate to the alignment of the 

CDP with new housing growth requirements and sustainable development guidance. These largely align with the provisions 

already in place as part of the CDP. Thus, the potential effects of these updates and additional objectives are considered to have 

been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). Accordingly, the 

detailed provisions of the proposed third Variation are not likely to result in, or introduce, potential significant effects on areas or 

landscapes which have a recognised national, European Union or international protection status. 
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5. Appropriate Assessment

The EU Habitats Directive, its transposing Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations 2011 (as amended) and 

the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) provide the requirement to screen for effects on 

Natura 2000, or ‘European Sites’. These sites have been designated or proposed for designation by virtue of 

their ecological importance. If the effects are deemed to be significant, potentially significant, or uncertain 

then an Appropriate Assessment (AA) must be undertaken.  

The proposed third Variation was subject to a screening process to establish whether or not an AA is 

required. The AA Screening identified that additional objectives and updates to existing objectives proposed 

in the third Variation to the CDP, individually or in combination with other plans and projects, will not have 

a likely significant effect on European Sites.  

Therefore, at this stage, AA is not required. Any proposed changes to the proposed third Variation will be 

subject to further Screening for AA.  

6. Conclusion

SEA Screening is the process for determining whether a particular plan, or as the regulation relates to this 

Screening a variation to a plan, other than those for which SEA is mandatory, would be likely to have 

significant environmental effects, and would thus warrant SEA.  

The purpose of the report is to evaluate if an SEA is required to be undertaken of the proposed third 

Variation of the CDP.  

The assessment of the proposed third Variation provided in this report (including against the criteria set out 

in Schedule 2A of the Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations, as amended) has found that the 

proposed third Variation would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects. 

The AA Screening of the proposed third Variation undertaken has likewise determined that no AA is 

required.  

Therefore, on the basis of the above assessment, including consideration of the criteria as set out in Schedule 

2A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2023 (as amended), the proposed third Variation 

to the CDP does not require full SEA. A determination will be made by KCC on the requirement for SEA. 

This determination will be based on the contents of this report and responses received by relevant 

environmental authorities in accordance with Section 13K(3) of the Planning and Development (SEA) 

Regulations 2004 as amended. Relevant environmental authorities shall be notified of this determination 

once finalised. 
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Appendix A 
Environmental Screening of Provisions of the Proposed Third Variation 
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Proposed Updates to Policies and Objectives as part of Third Variation to the 
Kildare CDP 2023-2029 

Are similar provisions included in the 
Kildare CDP 2023-2029? 

Are significant effects on the environment expected 
to arise as a result of the objective? 

CS O1: Ensure that the future growth and spatial development of County Kildare is in 

accordance with the population and housing allocations contained in the Core Strategy 

which aligns with the regional growth strategy as set out in the National Planning 

Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland 

Region, and further specified in the ‘Housing Supply Target Methodology for 

Development Planning’, as replaced in 2025 by the NPF Implementation: Housing 

Growth Requirements - Guidelines for Planning Authorities. 

This provision updates reference to the new 

guidance in existing objective CS O1 of the 

CDP. 

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part of the 

CDP. The potential effects of this provision are considered 

to have been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP 

and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and 

AA). No significant effects on the environment are 

anticipated to arise as a result of this update. 

CS O19: Align the Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029, with the up-to-date 

population from Census 2022 where there are verified material population differentials at 

settlement level to those in Table 2.8 of the Plan, by way of a statutory variation/ review 

pursuant to Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

Ensure that future settlement plans incorporate Census 2022 and housing completions 

data published by the Central Statistics Office, to establish an up-to-date baseline 

population estimate for each settlement.  

This provision updates reference to the 

complete Census 2022 results in existing 

objective CS O19 of the CDP. 

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part of the 

CDP. The potential effects of this provision are considered 

to have been assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP 

and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and 

AA). No significant effects on the environment are 

anticipated to arise as a result of this update. 

CS O25: Ensure that future settlement plans include maps to identify areas categorised 

as central, urban, suburban, urban extension and edge areas, where applicable, to align 

with the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements - Guidelines for 

Planning Authorities (2024). 

This objective does not align directly with 

any existing provision of the CDP. 

However, this objective supports and is 

consistent with related provisions of the 

existing CDP. 

No – while this objective does not align directly with any 

existing provisions, it does not materially alter the content 

of future settlement plans and only requires maps 

identifying key areas within settlements to align with 

updated guidance for compact and sustainable growth in 

urban areas. In this manner, the potential effects of any 

maps included in future settlement plans as part of this this 

provision are considered to have been assessed and 

mitigated by the existing CDP and associated 

environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). 

Additionally, any subsequent updates to settlement plans 

will require variations and be subject to SEA and AA. No 

significant effects on the environment are anticipated to 

arise as a result of the introduction of this objective. 

CS O26: Require urban regeneration to be a fundamental consideration in the 

preparation of all settlement plans and identify / map Settlement Consolidation Sites1 

and other brownfield / infill sites that have regeneration and development potential, with 

outputs2 identified in the Settlement Capacity Audit.  

This objective does not align directly with 

any existing provision of the CDP. 

However, this objective supports and is 

consistent with related provisions of the 

existing CDP.  

No – this objective supports and is consistent with related 

provisions of the existing CDP and it does not directly 

relate to the development of sites. Therefore, no significant 

effects on the environment are anticipated to arise as a 

result of the introduction of this objective. Any subsequent 

updates to settlement plans will require variations and be 

subject to SEA and AA.  

1 See Section 6.4.2 of the Development Plan Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2022 

2 Outputs may include residential units and/or jobs where appropriate.  
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Proposed Updates to Policies and Objectives as part of Third Variation to the 
Kildare CDP 2023-2029 

Are similar provisions included in the 
Kildare CDP 2023-2029? 

Are significant effects on the environment expected 
to arise as a result of the objective? 

CS O27: Work in close partnership with the Department of Education to support the 

timely planning and delivery of new schools across the county, so that educational 

infrastructure meets the needs of a growing population and contributes to the long term 

social and economic wellbeing of the community. It is a priority of the Council that the 

triple school campus at Ballyoulster, Celbridge is delivered during the life of this plan. 

This objective does not align directly with 

any existing provision of the CDP. 

However, this objective supports and is 

consistent with related provisions of the 

existing CDP. 

No – this objective supports and is consistent with related 

provisions of the existing CDP and it does not directly 

relate to the development of sites. Therefore, no significant 

effects on the environment are anticipated to arise as a 

result of the introduction of this objective.  

CS O28: Actively promote and facilitate the sensitive expansion of existing, and the 

development of new, Foreign Direct Investment sites and industries as strategic 

contributors to the county's long-term economic development by fostering a conducive 

environment that promotes job creation, drives innovation, and strengthens the capacity 

of local enterprises. 

This objective does not align directly with 

any existing provision of the CDP. 

However, this objective supports and is 

consistent with related provisions of the 

existing CDP. 

No – this objective supports and is consistent with related 

provisions of the existing CDP and it does not directly 

relate to the development of sites. Therefore, no significant 

effects on the environment are anticipated to arise as a 

result of the introduction of this objective.  

CS O29: Facilitate the sequential development of urban areas by releasing the lands 

zoned ‘Phase 2’ specified in Table 2.8A so that appropriate residential developments 

and ancillary uses may be progressed. The lands to which this objective refers to are: 

(i.) Land zoned ‘New Residential Phase 2’ in the Naas Local Area Plan 2021-2027 on 

the Kilcullen Road and the Blessington / Tipper Road as identified in Map V3 2.1,  

(ii.) Land zoned ‘New Residential - Phase 2’ in the Newbridge Settlement Plan, and 

(iii.) Land zoned ‘Phase 2 New Residential’ in the Kildare Town Local Area Plan 

2023-2029 at Southgreen, Ruanbeg, Dunmurray Road, Green Road South and An 

Talamh Ban identified in Map V3 2.2.  

For development management purposes, the uses which are permitted in principle, open 

for consideration and not normally permitted shall be taken to be those as listed under 

the ‘New Residential’ zoning objective contained in the Land Use Zoning Matrix of the 

relevant Local Area Plan. This objective does not relate to land identified as ‘Phase 2’ 

or ‘Strategic Reserve’ in any other settlement. 

This objective aligns with the existing land 

zoning maps of the Naas Local Area Plan 

(LAP) 2021 – 2027, Newbridge Settlement 

Plan and Kildare Town LAP 2023 – 2029. 

No – this objective aligns with land zoning in settlement 

plans / Local Area Plans associated with the existing CDP. 

Additionally, this objective does not alter the amount of 

land allocated for new residential development; it simply 

facilitates earlier delivery of said Phase 2 development. 

The environmental effects of reserving this land for future 

residential developments is considered to have been 

assessed and mitigated by the existing CDP and associated 

environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). Any 

subsequent updates to settlement plans will require 

variations and be subject to SEA and AA. No further 

significant effects on the environment are anticipated to 

arise as a result of the introduction of this objective. 

CS O30: Ensure that the new Settlement Plans for Celbridge and Athy integrate the sites 

identified in Table 2.8A into the development strategy for the town to facilitate the 

delivery of housing, i.e. 

(i.) Lands zoned ‘Strategic Reserve’ in the Athy Local Area Plan 2021-2027 

at Chanterlands as identified in Map V3 2.3, and 

(ii.) Lands zoned in the Celbridge Local Area Plan 2017-2023 as ‘New 

Residential’ at Simmonstown and Ballyoulster as identified in Map V3 

2.4.  

 The full extent of residential land to be zoned will be subject to appropriate flood risk 

assessment at Settlement Plan stage. 

This objective aligns with the existing land 

zoning maps of the Athy LAP 2021 – 2027 

and Celbridge LAP 2017 – 2023. 

No – aligns with existing provisions of the Celbridge and 

Athy LAPs. The potential effects of this existing provision 

were assessed and mitigated by the LAPs and associated 

environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA). No further 

significant effects on the environment are anticipated to 

arise as a result of the introduction of this objective. 

CS O31: Prepare settlement plans for Monasterevin, Kilcock and Sallins to include the 

additional housing growth requirement included in Table 2.8 and Table 2.8A on 

serviced lands to be informed by infrastructural and environmental assessments. 

This objective does not align directly with 

any existing provision of the CDP. 

However, this objective supports and is 

No – this objective supports and is consistent with related 

provisions of the existing CDP and it does not directly 

relate to the development of sites. Therefore, no significant 

effects on the environment are anticipated to arise as a 
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consistent with related provisions of the 

existing CDP. 

result of the introduction of this objective. Additionally, 

the proposed settlement plans will be subject to 

environmental assessments (i.e. SEA and AA).  

CS O32: Initiate the process for the designation of candidate Urban Development 

Zones, in accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2024 

(once commenced), at the following locations as included in Table 2.8B:  

(i.)    Northwest Quadrant, Naas as identified in Map V3 2.5, and 

(ii.) Confey, Leixlip as identified in Map V3 2.6. 

A subsequent County Development Plan Variation will be brought forward to integrate 

the Confey Masterplan into Volume 2 of the County Development Plan to safeguard the 

planning framework for Confey providing continuity between the current Local Area 

Plan and the future UDZ process. 

On completion of the Northwest Quadrant Masterplan, a County Development Plan 

Variation may be brought forward to integrate the Masterplan into Volume 2 of the 

County Development Plan prior to the commencement of the UDZ process.  

This objective does not align directly with 

any existing provision of the CDP. 

However, this objective supports and is 

consistent with related provisions of the 

existing CDP. 

No –  this objective supports and is consistent with related 

provisions of the existing CDP to identify and designate 

areas for significant urban growth and regeneration. 

Furthermore, the objective relates to the initial stages of 

designation and does not directly relate to land 

development itself. Additionally, as the objective outlines 

that subsequent variations to the CDP will implement the 

Confey Masterplan and Northwest Quadrant Masterplan, 

these future variation(s) will require an independent SEA 

Screening. Therefore, no significant effects on the 

environment are anticipated to arise as a result of the 

introduction of this objective. 

HO P1: Have regard to the DHLGH Guidelines on: 

• Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas (2009);

• Urban Design Manual: A Best Practice Guide (2009); Sustainable Residential

Development and Compact Settlement Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2024)

and accompanying Design Manual (when published).

This provision updates reference to the new 

guidance in existing objective HO P1 of the 

CDP.   

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part of the 

CDP. Therefore, the potential effects of this provision are 

considered to have been assessed and mitigated by the 

existing CDP and associated environmental assessments 

(i.e. SEA and AA). No further significant effects on the 

environment are anticipated to arise as a result of this 

update. 

HO P2: Accord with the provisions of the National Planning Framework 2018, the 

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland Region 2019 

(including the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan) and the Ministerial Circular relating to 

Structural Housing Demand in Ireland and Housing Supply Targets, and the 

associated Section 28 Guidelines: Housing Supply Target Methodology for Development 

Planning (2020) the NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements - Guidelines 

for Planning Authorities (2025), and make provision for the scale of population growth 

and housing supply targets / requirements outlined in these plans and guidelines. 

This provision updates reference to the new 

guidance in existing objective HO P2 of the 

CDP.   

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part of the 

CDP. Therefore, the potential effects of this provision are 

considered to have been assessed and mitigated by the 

existing CDP and associated environmental assessments 

(i.e. SEA and AA). No further significant effects on the 

environment are anticipated to arise as a result of this 

update. 

HO O4: Ensure appropriate densities are achieved in accordance with the Core Strategy 

in Chapter 2 of this Plan, and in accordance with the principles set out in Guidelines for 

Planning Authorities on Sustainable Urban Development (Cities, Towns and Villages), 

DEHLG, 2009, Urban Design Manual: A Best Practice Guide, DEHLG, 2009; the 

Residential Development and Compact Settlement - Guidelines for Planning Authorities 

(2024) and the Urban Development and Building Height Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities (2018); and with reference to Circular Letter NRUP 02/2021 (April 2021). 

This provision updates reference to the new 

guidance in existing objective HO O4 of 

the CDP.   

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part of the 

CDP. Therefore, the potential effects of this provision are 

considered to have been assessed and mitigated by the 

existing CDP and associated environmental assessments 

(i.e. SEA and AA). No further significant effects on the 

environment are anticipated to arise as a result of this 

update. 
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HO O7: Promote, where appropriate and sensitive to the characteristics of the receiving 

environment, increased residential density as part of the Council’s development 

management function and in accordance with the Sustainable Residential Development in 

Urban Areas – Guidelines for Planning Authorities and the accompanying Urban Design 

Manual, DEHLG, May 2009 Residential Development and Compact Settlements - 

Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2024) and the and accompanying Design Manual 

(when published). 

This provision updates reference to the new 

guidance in existing objective HO O7 of 

the CDP.   

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part the 

CDP. Therefore, the potential effects of this provision are 

considered to have been assessed and mitigated by the 

CDP and associated environmental assessments (i.e. SEA 

and AA). No further significant effects on the environment 

are anticipated to arise as a result of this update. 

HO O56: Ensure that any applicant for the provision of a dwelling unit on lands 

designated “Serviced Sites” complies in full with the Serviced Sites local need criteria as 

set out in Table 3.4(a) which must be satisfactorily demonstrated through the submission 

of documentary evidence to illustrate compliance with all Serviced Sites local housing 

need requirements criteria. 

This provision updates reference to the new 

guidance in existing objective HO O56 of 

the CDP.   

No – aligns with provisions already in place as part of the 

CDP. Therefore, the potential effects of this provision are 

considered to have been assessed and mitigated by the 

existing CDP and associated environmental assessments 

(i.e. SEA and AA). No further significant effects on the 

environment are anticipated to arise as a result of this 

update. 




